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| SCraper, and an assort
ment of antmal bones: an ﬁllll man was buried
with atventire bison leg, tools, and lum ps of red
ocher, Burial with tools may have been related
to the belief that the dead man required these
implements for his journey to the other world,

Red ocher may have symbolized blood, life and
rebirth. ¥ LR
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A human spetitmen unearthed by Solecki in
Shanidar in the Zngros Mountains of northeast-
ern  lIraq was' discovered in soil  which -
contained fossll pollen of prehistoric flowers.  SUGMITE e Vistues o
Perhaps the motrners had covered the corpse 2250 &
with flowersias part of a mortuary cere - Riusl BaagHicey-
The flowers may have been symbolic of rebirth, ™
an expressiph of magic by irritation (Swartz
and Jordan: 336-337), :
Cro Magnon, guccedsors to the Neanderthal,
occupled southern Europe and the Mediterra-
nean littoral from about40,00010,000 years ago.
They buried their dead in the mouths of caves
in flexed or sleeping positions with grave
goods and personal ornaments, The bodies
were heavily painted with red ocher, Ai}iné:: g
bones and skulls found near many o g i |
graves suggest the possibility of funerary  UP/ PS to prevent evil ’Pgi: gﬂﬂ;e ml::l:t
feasts, Wallace described Cro Magnon imples  Ing the body. Today it is intended to chec
ments  manufactured from human bone:’| SE€pE ge of body fluids. T
shallow cps made from human skulls; human | Colns or weights are placed on the eyelic
teeth pigrewd threading on a cord and incised | |
with ornamental designs, These objects may
have been used in a magical ritual "to control,
to secure the good will of, or to return to life; or
if he attempted t: identify the witch responsible
for his death, Perhaps living wished to protect
~ against a spirit attack, or to assist the poor soul, &
recently separated frog; its bodily home. i
(mhumation was  probably  the most
widespread disposal pattern, Originally earth
burial might have been designated to protect
the living from contamination, or to prevent
wild animais from molesting the body, or, as a
sympathetic rift, to promote rebirth, The
position in the ground varied: prone, supine,
lateral, sitting, or flexed, Often the dean person
was interred with grave goods, e.g,
ornaments, tools, or weapons., Among some
groups, a body was temporarily buried,
exhumed after a specified time, and then
reinterred in a second burfal.
Lessa describes cremation as an ancient and
widespread ritual, standard among the
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3 YEAR
SAGO by Cam Sternwhigh Photography Yul Yabutake

not continue reading. The purpose of this post is not to satiate your
morbid appetite. We strive to expand the horizons for those open 10
understanding the rituals of cultures and religions from around the
globe. Our hope is that the we respectfully represent the spirits of the

deceased as we curiously and reverently examine the human
condition

The following photographs have been sourced from the photographic archives of Yui
Yabutake. Yabutake spent 18 years living amongst The Toraja people, an ethnic group
indigenous to a mountainous region of South Sulawesi, Indonesia, Yabutake was accepted
as a member as a young child and once becoming a young man, he wed a Toarajan gin. ﬁft
an early age he was witness to many ethnographers who would “invade” the population with
their “foreign glass eyes” (Cameras) in hopes of documenting the religious and cultural |
aspects of the Toraja. However this proved to be difficult because because of the colonial '
history in the region and the immediate trepedation that the ethnographers were greeted with,
vabutake however became as curious aboiut the cameras that ethnographers brought as they
were curious about the local secluded culture. Yabutake taught himself all he could about the
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